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SDG12: RESPONSIBLE CONSUMPTION AND PRODUCTION 
Shaping Sustainable Consumption and Production: Qassim University's Contribution to SDG 12 in 
Saudi Arabia 

Sustainable Development Goal 12 (SDG 12) emphasizes responsible consumption and production 
patterns to ensure the sustainable use of resources and reduce environmental impacts. This essay 
delves into Saudi Arabia's endeavors to achieve SDG 12, focusing on Qassim University's role in 
promoting responsible consumption and production practices. 

SDG 12 in Saudi Arabia: 
Saudi Arabia recognizes the significance of sustainable consumption and production in minimizing 
waste, conserving resources, and mitigating environmental degradation. The country has taken 
several initiatives aligned with SDG 12: 

• Waste Management: Saudi Arabia has implemented waste management strategies to reduce 
the generation of waste and promote recycling and proper disposal practices. 

• Circular Economy: The nation is exploring the concept of a circular economy, where resources 
are reused, recycled, or repurposed to minimize waste and resource depletion. 

• Sustainable Agriculture: Saudi Arabia is investing in sustainable agricultural practices that 
optimize resource use, reduce chemical inputs, and promote eco-friendly farming methods. 

• Energy Efficiency: The country is striving to improve energy efficiency across sectors, reducing 
consumption and associated environmental impacts. 

Qassim University's Initiatives: 
Qassim University actively contributes to SDG 12 by promoting responsible consumption and 
production practices: 

• Sustainable Campus Operations: The university implements energy-efficient technologies, 
reduces water consumption, and practices waste segregation and recycling on campus, 
setting an example for responsible resource management. 

• Curriculum Integration: Qassim University integrates sustainable consumption and 
production topics across disciplines. Students are educated about the environmental, social, 
and economic implications of their consumption choices. 

• Research for Sustainability: Faculty and students engage in research related to sustainable 
consumption and production. This includes studies on waste reduction, renewable energy, 
and sustainable agriculture practices. 

• Awareness Campaigns: The university conducts awareness campaigns and workshops to 
educate students and staff about responsible consumption habits, waste reduction, and 
sustainable lifestyles. 

• Community Outreach: Qassim University collaborates with local communities to raise 
awareness about responsible consumption and production. It partners with NGOs, schools, 
and local authorities to promote sustainable practices. 

• Innovation and Entrepreneurship: The university fosters innovation and entrepreneurship by 
supporting students' initiatives that contribute to responsible consumption and sustainable 
production. 
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Challenges and Future Prospects: 
Achieving SDG 12 requires a shift in mindsets, consumer behavior, and industry practices. Challenges 
in Saudi Arabia might include addressing cultural norms, ensuring policy implementation, and tackling 
consumerism. However, with ongoing efforts, these challenges can be overcome. 

Promoting responsible consumption and production is essential for the sustainable future of Saudi 
Arabia. By adhering to SDG 12, the country aims to reduce its ecological footprint and foster a greener 
economy. Qassim University, through its holistic approach encompassing education, research, and 
community engagement, plays a pivotal role in shaping responsible individuals who contribute to 
sustainable consumption and production patterns. Through these collaborative efforts, Saudi Arabia 
and Qassim University contribute to a more sustainable and balanced world for present and future 
generations. 

12.2 Operations 
Qassim University has launched several projects and initiatives to boost waste disposal activities, to 
improve recycling, reuse and energy recovery processes, and to operationalize the concept of circular 
economy. QU consume vital efforts on these issues to maintain Kingdom’s natural resources. 

12.2.7 Do these policies extend to outsourced suppliers 
and the supply chain - Supplier outsourced services? 

General Directorate of Procurement 
https://vice.qu.edu.sa/content/p/15 [1] 

 The Department of Contracts and Procurement is a sector of the university whose task is to secure 
the needs of all sectors of the university in accordance with the regulations and financial decisions 
governing the procurement process in accordance with the plans and objectives set by the senior 
management in order to secure the devices, supplies and consumables needed by those sectors at the 
lowest prices and in accordance with the specifications specified and set by those sectors. 

Establishment of the Department: 
The Department of Procurement and Warehouses was established in 1403AH and is organizationally 
subordinate to the Vice Chancellor. It aims to secure all the special needs of the university units of 
faculties, departments, deanships and of materials, machinery, devices, equipment, services and 
construction works in the required quantities and quality, on time and at the right price. 

Objectives of the Department: 
Secure the needs of those units of materials, equipment, devices, services and construction works, in 
specific quantities and quality, on time and at the right price. 

Terms of reference of the Department 
1 / Carry out all executive tasks related to the purchase of materials, equipment and devices necessary 
in accordance with the approved system and procedures, in consultation with the relevant authorities 
to determine the needs. Procurement procedures are taken to secure them. 

2 / Carry out all executive tasks related to the competitions of services and construction in accordance 
with the approved system and procedures, and participate with the relevant department in the 

https://vice.qu.edu.sa/content/p/15
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preparation of conditions and specifications for competitions for supplies and equipment and 
determine the necessary quantities in accordance with the budget appropriations and advance 
planning. 

3/A: Coordinate purchase orders after receiving them from the relevant authorities, search for 
suitable sellers inside and outside the Kingdom, carry out advertising procedures and invite 
competitions, arrange meetings for contractors, contractors and suppliers and answer their inquiries. 

3/b: Submit purchase orders exceeding (30.000) riyals to the committee to examine direct purchase 
offers and complete the procedures and minutes with the approval of the authority holder. 
Withholding funds for baptisms from the financial department and issuing baptisms to institutions 
and companies. 

4 / Writing contracts, working on signing them, issuing purchase orders to suppliers and briefing the 
relevant authorities. 

5 / Take procedures to clear the goods received through customs and follow up the shipping process 
until the arrival of materials in the warehouses of the university. 

6 / Prepare implementation contracts with the institutions or companies that are awarded to them in 
partnership with other relevant authorities and in accordance with the conditions, specifications, rules 
governing and decisions of the Bid Examination Committee. Approval of contracts from the holder of 
authority. 

7 / Prepare and review the exchange orders for purchases, provide them to the Department of 
Financial Affairs and review the extracts received from the project management and maintenance. 

8 / Complete the purchase documents and the examination and receipt memoranda, and attach them 
to the memorandum of request for compensation or disbursement before referring them to the 
financial department under exchange forms. 

9 / Take measures to open the credits assigned to the Saudi Arabian Monetary Agency or one of the 
banks with which the university deals, cooperate in this with the Department of Financial Affairs and 
monitor these credits. 

10 / Develop sound systems to maintain the primary and final guarantees provided to the university 
and work to monitor them continuously and take into account their renewal before their expiration. 

11/ A - Review the conditions and specifications for securing works for maintenance, operation 
and projects and submit them to the committee to study the conditions and specifications for 
approval. 

Take the necessary measures to put them in a public competition as well as take the necessary action 
after the award to disburse the dues and extracts of contractors and contractors in the light of what 
is contained in the follow-up reports on implementation received from the concerned authorities. 

B- Making the procedures for competitions and presenting them to the committee to study the 
conditions and specifications at the university and then put them to the general competition and then 
presenting them to the committee to open the envelopes and then submit them to the committee to 
examine the offers and after the end of its work the procurement department completes the regular 
procedures. 

Take legal measures with the Ministry of Finance to approve contracts whose duration 
exceeds one year and whose value exceeds (5,000,000) riyals. 
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12 / Prepare an annual report on the achievements of the Department and the problems encountered 
and the measures taken to address those problems and their proposals to raise performance in the 
next stage.  

Hazardous Waste Disposal Mechanisms 
https://hr.qu.edu.sa/laravel-filemanager/files/shares/pdf/Policies/En/13.pdf [2] 

With the increasing awareness and understanding of the environmental and health of the seriousness 
of medical and chemical waste generated by health care institutions and laboratories on the 
environment and human beings, the University, represented in the management of projects and 
maintenance, applies safe mechanisms for the disposal of hazardous waste. This waste coming from 
the use of laboratories and health units of the university. The awareness takes into consideration the 
people surrounded by medical waste who are at risk of injury and persons abroad responsible for the 
transport and disposal of such waste. Where the project and maintenance management contracts 
with a number of companies specialized in hazardous waste of all kinds, whether medical or non-
medical, and in the contracts concluded with those companies mechanisms used in how to deal with 
the waste and the disposal process of these hazardous waste. The most important processes followed 
is the use of incinerators, ovens, sterilization and others.  

The university also applies specific mechanisms to prevent this danger through applying a 
classification system for medical and non-medical waste, the use of bags dedicated to each type of 
waste and oblige all workers (males/females) to put bags of appropriate weight in the garbage baskets 
within the scientific departments of the university and avoid the transfer of waste bags by hand 
through the corridors in order for them not to get ripped. The bags have to be transferred normally in 
small vehicles designated for this purpose to the place of temporary collection. As well as the use of 
small containers or plastic containers with a sign of hazardous biological waste and collect the remains 
of needles and injections immediately after use. Such needles are not allowed to be thrown directly 
in garbage bags they should be sterilized and disposed inside the containers. Those containers should 
not be filled with more than three-quarters of them. 

Safety Unit 
https://hr.qu.edu.sa/laravel-filemanager/files/shares/pdf/Policies/En/13.pdf [2] 

• Carries out all safety and fire-fighting works. 

• Ensures the validity of the alarm devices in coordination with the concerned authority. 

• Ensures the validity of the extinguishing equipment. 

• Prepares safety and firefighting shifts 

• Prepares an evacuation plan for buildings during the fire, God forbid. 

• Directs coordination with the control room and raising all communications. 

• Follows up on safety contracts with companies. 

• Cooperation with the civil defense and the Red Crescent. 

https://hr.qu.edu.sa/laravel-filemanager/files/shares/pdf/Policies/En/13.pdf
https://hr.qu.edu.sa/laravel-filemanager/files/shares/pdf/Policies/En/13.pdf
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